 US HISTORY I

American History Research Paper 

All students enrolled in United States History I are required to write a research paper. Each student’s assignment is to research a historical figure of interest and write a paper on that person’s impact on the History of the United States. The paper can not be a biography; rather it is an analysis of the importance of a historical figure.  The figure chosen must be related to US History between 1492 and 1870. All topics are subject to approval by the instructor. As this is a thesis paper, students must set out to prove the significance of their particular historical figure. Paper specifics are as follows:

Length:    
CP 2-3 Pages
CPA 4-5 Pages 
Sources:    
CP 2

        
CPA 3
These are MINIMUMS! You may (and are encouraged to) have more sources.

Encyclopedias or Textbooks CAN NOT be used as sources. Any online sources must be affiliated with a reputable organization, i.e. a college or university website

Breakdown of Paper:
    COMPONENT:






         DUE:


A. Topic and Annotated Bibliography:



Thursday 10 November 2016
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B. Thesis Statement /Rough Outline  



Monday 14 November 2016



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  
C. Detailed Outline and/or Rough Draft



Friday 9 December 2016
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
    
D. Paper Due






Friday 6 January 2016
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Late papers will not be accepted.

This assignment required for the successful completion of Honors United States History I. The paper is worth roughly two tests 

Basic Guidelines:
1. Your person must be selected from the period 1492-1870.

2. Your person must be from United States History.

3. You must support your opinion with data and/or expert opinions.

4. Your topic must be original to this course, not a rewrite of a paper you handed in for credit in another course or for US History with another teacher. 

5. REMINDER: THIS IS A NO EXCUSES DEADLINE

THE PAPER IS DUE Friday 6 January 2017– NO EXCEPTIONS.

6. I am available for extra help, so take advantage of that early in the process if you are finding this project difficult or have any questions.

PART ONE: TOPIC SELECTION 
Due Thursday November 10, 2016
How to Choose Your Topic

1. Think of the types of people and events that interest you

2. Do some research online to see if anything stands out to you

3. Talk to your parents, teachers, friends (bounce ideas off of people)

4. Flip through your text book

5. Go to the library and check out some of the books on the shelves – our library is open until 5pm every day.

6. In our library there are “Opposing Viewpoints” books that offer up topics that are debated about in US history by historians that you may want to look at if you are getting stuck. These books are reference books and cannot be removed from the library.

Examples of topics

1. Frederick Douglas

2. Benjamin Franklin

3. Robert E. Lee

4. Robert Fulton

5. Bob Cobb (the Maestro)

6. Abraham Lincoln

7. Samuel F.B. Morse

8. Eli Whitney

9. John C Calhoun

10. Nathan Bedford Forrest

As soon as you have a topic you think you would like to research see Mr. Anderson. Once you select your topic you will not be allowed to change it, so make sure you have selected something that you know you can find information on.

For Thursday November 10 you will need to show your topic to Mr. Anderson
Choices for your paper:

1. _________________________________________________________________________
2._________________________________________________________________________

PART ONE: ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Also Due Thursday November 10, 2016
To complete this part of the pre-writing process, you will need to locate the sources you plan to use to conduct your research. 

Sources you need for your paper

2 or 3 sources (book, journal article, newspaper article, magazine article, etc.)

· These sources may be located via internet

· You may use more than your minimum number of sources.

How to locate your sources

· A good place to begin is the library. Most libraries have electronic card catalogues that you can access.  By plugging key terms into the search engine you will get a list of related sources. Librarians are very helpful if you approach them and discuss what you are working on they will most likely give you advice if you are stuck.

· The school library’s card catalogue can be accessed from the library’s main page on any of the computers

· If you Google CMARS, the first website that is listed is the C/W MARS homepage.  CMARS is a network of public, academic, school, regional, and special libraries in Central and Western Massachusetts. This will help you locate sources in your local libraries.

· The Boston Public Library has an electronic library card (e-card) that you can use to access journal articles, newspaper articles, etc for free.

· Do some research on the internet 
· One technique that many find useful is to put your topic into the search box of an online bookstore- a whole bunch of sources will come up- you don’t have to buy them, but you can then go look for them in the library. Your town libraries, even if they do not have the book may be able to order it.
What does it mean to “annotate” the bibliography?

Annotations are brief explanations of your sources. Beneath your source, which will be formatted in MLA, you will be writing 2-3 sentences explaining what information you plan on finding in your source/why you chose the source.

Do I have to keep a source if it turns out I can not find anything in it?

No. If a source turns out not to be helpful to you, eliminate it and get a new source.

See the next page for an example.

Joe Blough

US History I

1 November, 2016
Annotated Bibliography

Linder, Douglas O. "Famous Trials: The Salem Witchcraft Trials." University of Missouri-Kansas

City School of Law. 2011. 11 February 2011. Web.
In this source I expect to find information about the legal aspects of the Salem witchcraft trials. There are many links to primary sources like trial transcripts and letters that I could use to support my research. I chose this source because it seems like it is clear and has a lot of information in one place.

Norton, Mary Beth. In the Devil’s Snare: The Salem Witchcraft Crisis of 1692. 


New York: Random House, 2002. Print.

In this source I expect to find historical background information about the Salem Witchcraft trials. I will also be able to use this to prove my thesis, because there are several theories about why it erupted as it did in here, with supporting evidence, that match my own. I chose this source because there is a lot of information that is broken down into easy to read chapters.

Woloch, Nancy. Women and the American Experience: A Concise History. New York: 


McGraw Hill Companies, 2002. Print.

I expect to find information about the overall experiences of women in American history. I will use this source to help prove my thesis about the role of women in the United States before, during, and after the trials.  I chose this source because it has primary sources and good explanations about events concerning the women of the time period.

MLA FORMAT GUIDE FOR SOURCES

1. In our library there are color coded forms for each type of source that has blank fields to fill in that will help you set up the correct format.

2. Online there are a couple of ways that you can properly format your information

a. easybib.com is a citation format generator. On this website you select the type of source and fill in the appropriate fields and it creates the citation for you. You will then need to copy and paste your citations into word and alphabetize them by author.

b. OWL Purdue- the best website EVER for biblio-forms:

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/

PART THREE: THESIS STATEMENT AND ROUGH OUTLINE
Due Monday 14 November 2016
What is a thesis? (State your position, state your reasons)
A thesis statement declares what you believe and what you intend to prove.

7 Qualities of a Good Thesis:

1. It should be contestable, proposing an arguable point with which people could reasonably disagree. A strong thesis is provocative; it takes a stand and justifies the discussion you will present.

2. It is specific and focused. A strong thesis proves a point without discussing “everything about …” Instead of music, think "American jazz in the 1930s" and your argument about it. 

3. It clearly asserts your own conclusion based on evidence. Note: Be flexible. The evidence may lead you to a conclusion you didn't think you'd reach. It is perfectly okay to change your thesis! 

4. It provides the reader with a map to guide him/her through your work. 

5. It anticipates and refutes the counter-arguments 

6. It avoids vague language (like "it seems"). 

7. It avoids the first person. ("I believe," "In my opinion," “I think that,” etc.) 

ROUGH OUTLINE 
What is a rough outline? A rough outline is basically a research guide for you. It is short- not much more than a page long- but it will help you organize your note taking. Let’s say you are writing your paper about the Civil War- “If Not for Lincoln, The Civil War was Avoidable”

Here’s what your thesis statement might look like:

Abraham Lincoln’s election made it impossible for the slave states to stay in the union. (YOUR POSITION)
Differences in the economy of the North and South (Reason #1)
Northerners and President Lincoln pushed the South into a position in which they had no option but to secede. (Reason #2)
Lincoln’s stubbornness made if impossible to avoid the war.. (Reason #3)
Your rough outline would look something like this: (BTW: I don’t care about form)

I. Lincoln’s background, and his attitudes toward slavery:

A. Early days
B. Beginnings in politics
C. Formation of the Republican Party
II. Politics of the 1850s and Lincoln’s role:
A. Comp. of 1850

B. KS-NB Act/ Bleeding Kansas

C. Dred Scott

D. Election of Lincoln
III. The Secession Crisis and Lincoln
A. Sumter
B. Lincoln and the Radicals
C. Constitutional Issues
NOTECARD HELP SHEET
STEP ONE: identify what you are trying to prove/what you are researching in the space below.

STEP TWO: list 3-5 subtopics that you need to research in order to prove your point. You may add to this initial list as you come across major events/subjects related to your individual.

(example: background information, military career, presidential career, etc.)

STEP THREE: Make a “key” card on an index card that identifies your sources.

	KEY CARD

	1. Linder, Douglas

	

	2. Norton, Marybeth

	

	3. Woloch, Nancy

	

	

	


STEP FOUR: using one source at a time begin to gather your information. Use the format below for your index cards.

	RELIGION (Subtopic)                                            source  -->  #2

	

	The Puritan religion of Massachusetts at this time made it

	so that people were very suspicious of any activity that could

	not be easily explained. It seems almost like it would be normal

	for them to have thought that witches must be causing 

	problems for Salem.

	

	 Page Number-->236


Summary of information card. 

*A direct quotation card looks exactly the same, however, you will add quotation marks around the information that has been directly quoted.

PART FOUR: DETAILED OUTLINE and/or ROUGH DRAFT
Due FRIDAY 9 DECEMBER, 2016
Basically, your detailed outline is an expanded version of your rough outline. 

Take this:

I. Lincoln’s background, and his attitudes toward slavery:

A. Early days

B. Beginnings in politics

C. Formation of the Republican Party

II. Politics of the 1850s and Lincoln’s role:
A. Comp. of 1850

B. KS-NB Act/ Bleeding Kansas

C. Dred Scott

D. Election of Lincoln
III. The Secession Crisis and Lincoln

A. Sumter
B. Lincoln and the Radicals
C. Constitutional Issues

and expand it! 
Once the detailed outline is done, your paper is mostly written!  

What is a rough draft?

A rough draft is the first copy of the paper that you will submit.  Your rough draft is a paper that needs to be edited and checked over for spelling, grammar, format, and content.

Why do I need to write one?

Rough drafts are important because it allows you to take a closer look at your work so that you can submit the best possible draft of your paper for grading.  Too often students attempt to write their paper the evening before it is due. By completing a rough draft, which may have been written the day before it was due, you give yourself the opportunity to make changes before you submit it to your teacher.

MLA FORMAT GUIDE FOR YOUR ROUGH DRAFT

1. Your paper must be typed in Times New Roman font

2. Your font must be size 12

3. Your margins must be set to 1” all around

4. Your paper must be double spaced

5. You must use parenthetical citations every time you include information that is not your own original thought. See the check list on the next page for the required minimum number of citations. If you do not include parenthetical citations you are technically plagiarizing your paper.

a. “Plagiarism is copying another’s work and submitting it as if it were the original work of the student. Whether the source is copyrighted or not, printed or recorded, or a paper used by another student; if it is used without recognizing its source, the legal definition of plagiarism has been satisfied. Plagiarism on research papers may render it unacceptable with failure resulting” (Page 11 Student Handbook). 

b. Plagiarism will result in a 0 for the research paper and project.

i. Remember that this paper constitutes 15% of your final grade.

ii. If you need help with citations see Mr. Anderson or Mr. Hawk

6. You must include a works cited page. This is slightly different than your annotated bibliography in that there are no annotations on it and you must change the title to works cited. 

PAPER CHECKLIST

You must complete the checklist below before you hand in your paper. Read the requirements below carefully before checking each box to indicate that you have met them. You will not receive full credit on your rubric if you have not actually completed each task that you check off.

· You have a clear introductory paragraph that provides background information about your topic and lays a foundation for your thesis.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Your paper contains a thesis statement. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· You have 1” margins and size 12 Times New Roman font and the paper is double spaced

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· In summary you should have a minimum of 8 parenthetical citations
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· You have a cover page that includes your name, date, and topic on it.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· You have attached a clean copy of your works cited page to the back of your essay.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Your paper meets the minimum page requirement and does not exceed 20 pages
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· This checklist is attached to the back of your paper after the works cited page, with all boxes checked off and your signature at the bottom.

All requirements for the US History research paper have been met per the checklist above and directions.

Signature: ___________________________________________________  Date: ____________


PART FIVE: FINAL DRAFT 

Due Friday, 6 January 2016
1. Make all necessary changes to your paper and reprint a clean copy.
2. You must submit a hard copy AND a copy on Turnitin.
3. Include a new checklist that you have checked off and signed after your works cited page.

4. Staple your paper together with the cover page on top – verify that all pages are in order.

5. Printer malfunctions will not be an accepted excuse for a missing paper – email a copy to Mr. Anderson as well as yourself if you plan to print in school to make sure that you have the paper – remember late papers receive a 0.

Handy Dandy Style Sheet for Research Papers
Basic Rules

1. No first (I, me, we) or second person (you). Formal writing is done in the third person.

Do not write: I believe that Jackson was a great American

Do write: Jackson was a great American, or:

Many believe that Jackson was a great American
2. No slang

Do not write: Jimmy Carter was a dope.
Do write: Jimmy Carter was perhaps not our most intelligent president

3. No contractions (can’t, won’t, wouldn’t, etc.)

4. Write history in the simple past tense.

Do not write: Taylor leads all American forces in Mexico
Do write: Taylor led all American forces in Mexico.
5. Avoid using the first names of historical figures.

Do not write: Eli, after inventing the cotton gin, went on to develop the concept of interchangeable parts
Do write: Whitney, after inventing the cotton gin, went on to develop the concept of interchangeable parts
6. Familiarize yourself with the basic rules of capitalization

7. Avoid repeating words

For example: Lincoln was the 16th president. He was elected president in 1860. As soon as he became president South Carolina left the Union, because they did not want Lincoln to be president.  The people of South Carolina wanted someone else to be president. 

8. Proofread, don’t just spellcheck

9. (There, their, they’re); (its, it’s); learn the difference! 

Citation guide

1. The general rule is if it is not your own work it needs to be cited!
2. Here is a good place to find info about forms for citations:

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/
3. All direct quotes MUST be cited
4. Any paraphrase must be cited

5. Anything that is not common knowledge should be cited:

For example: 

Washington was our first president. (not cited)
Washington was a Satan worshiper: (cited)
Acknowledgement Form 
Must be signed and returned to Mr. Anderson by Thursday November 10, 2016
Student Acknowledgement

Your signature indicates that you understand the terms, expectations and weight of the paper and project.

Student Name: ________________________________________________

Student Signature____________________________________________ Date: _________________

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement

Your signature indicates that you have read and understand the terms, expectations and weight of the paper and project for your child’s United States History I course.

Parent/Guardian Name: _________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________________________ Date: ________________

Questions/Comments:
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